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AP World History

Reflections: Countering Eurocentrism... or Reflecting It? Jan 14, 2013

Robert W. Strayer
California State Univ. Monterey Bay

With an emphasis on empires and cross-cultural encounters, this chapter deliberately places the more
familiar account of European colonization in the Americas alongside the less well-known stories of
Russian, Chinese, Mughal, and Ottoman empire building. The chief purpose in doing so is to counteract
a Eurocentric understanding of the early modern age, in which European initiatives dominate our view of
this era. It reminds us that Western Europe was not the only center of vitality and expansion and that he
interaction of culturally different peoples, so characteristic of the modern age, derived from multiple
sources. How often do we notice that a European Christendom creating empires across the Atlantic was
also the victim of Ottoman imperial expansion in the Balkans?

A critic of this chapter, however, might well argue that it is nonetheless a Eurocentric narrative, for it
allots rather more space to the Western European empires than to the others, and it tells the European
story first. What led to such an ordering of this material?

Underlying the organization of this chapter is the notion that Western European empires in the Americas
were in some ways both different from and more significant than the others.They represented something
wholly new in human history, an interacting Atlantic world, while the Russian, Chinese, Mughal, and
Ottoman empires continued older patterns of historical development. Furthermore, the European empires
had a far heavier impact on the peoples they incorporated than did the others. After all, the great
tragedies of the early modern era—the population collapse of Native American societies and the Atlantic
slave trade—both grew out of these European empires. Moreover, they had, arguably, a far wider impact
on the world as a whole, as they extended European civilization to the vast areas of the Americas, laid
the nutritional foundation for the global population explosion of modern times, and contributed to both
the Scientific Revolution and the Industrial Revolution.

Counteracting Eurocentrism, while acknowledging the unique role of Europe, continues to generate
controversy among both scholars and students of modem world history. It is an issue that will recur
repeatedly in the chapters that follow.
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from Ming / Qing China and Toku 8, 2015

A

Scholar Bureaucrat Examination Cells

Ivory concentric sphere sculptures. Each sphere has a different artistic scene (e.g. monkey, stars, etc.)
and rotates 360° freely. Made from a single piece of ivory. (Not “cut in half and later glued back together.”)

Up to 15 concentric sphere “layers” in each sculpture.
See http://www.bostonglobe.com/arts/theater-art/2012/05/28/fram e-frame-chinese-ivory-gone-berserk/M2PGxY8cuL ruoTKWL{1vEO/story.htmi




AP World History

Gendered Violence: The Yangzhou Massacre

After the fall of Beijing to the Manchu, the rest of China felt the dominance of the conquerors. The Qing were not
eager for reminders of their brutal takeover to circulate. This rare eyewitness account, which survived because it was

smuggled out of China, reveals not just the violence of the conquest but also the diversity of its impact on men and
women, :

The account begins in 1645 as rumors of approaching Manchu soldiers spread through Yangzhou, an important city
near the juncture of the Yangzi River and the Grand Canal, and the soldiers charged with its defense begin to flee.

Crowds of barefoot and disheveled refugees were
flocking into the city. When questioned, they were too
distraught to reply. At that point dozens of mounted
soldiers in confused waves came surging south looking as
though they had given up all hope. Along them appeared
a man who turned out to be the commandant himself, It
seems he had intended to leave by the east gate but could
not because the enemy soldiers outside the wall were
drawing too near; he was therefore forced to cut across
this part of town to reach the south gate. This is how we
first learned for sure that the enemy troops would enter
the city ...

My house backed against the city wall, and peeping
through the chinks in my window, I saw the soldiers on
the wall marching south then west, solemn and in step.
Although the rain was beating down, it did not seem to
disturb them. This reassured me because I gathered that
they were well disciplined units.

... For a long time no one came. I retreated again to the
back window and found that the regiment on the wall had
broken ranks; some soldiers were walking about, others
standing still.

All of a sudden I saw some soldiers escorting a group of
women dressed in Yangzhou fashion. This was my first
real shock. Back in the house, I said to my wife, “Should
things go badly when the soldiers enter the city, you may
need to end your life.”

“Yes,” she replied, “Whatever silver we have you should
keep. I think we women can stop thinking about life in
this world.” She gave me all the silver, unable to control
her crying ...

Soon my younger brother arrived, then my two older
brothers. We discussed the situation and I said, “The
people who live in our neighborhood are all rich
merchants. It will be disastrous if they think we are rich
too.” I then urged my brothers to brave the rain and
quickly take the women by the back route to my older
brother’s house. His home was situated behind Mr. He’s
graveyard and was surrounded by the huts of poor
families ... Finally, my eldest brother reappeared and
said, “People are being killed in the streets! What are we

waiting for here? It doesn’t matter so much whether we
live or die, as long as we brothers stay together.” Immed-
iately I gathered together our ancestral tablets and went
with him to our second brother’s house ...

The cunning soldiers, suspecting that many people were
still hidden, tried to entice them out by posting a placard
promising clemency. About fifty to sixty people, half of
them women, emerged. My elder brother said, “We four
by ourselves will never survive if we run into these
vicious soldiers, so we had better join the crowd. Since
there are so many of them, escape will be easier. Even if
things do not turn out well, as long as we are together, we
will have no cause for regret.” In our bewilderment we
could think of no other way to save our lives. Thus
agreed, we went to join the group.

The leaders were three Manchu soldiers. They searched
my brothers and found all the silver they were carrying,
but left me untouched. At that point some women
appeared, two of whom called out to me. I recognized
them as the concubines of my friend Mr. Zhu Shu and
stopped them anxiously. They were disheveled and partly
naked, their feet bare and covered with mud up to the
ankles. One was holding a girl whom the soldiers hit with
a whip and threw into the mud. Then we were immed-
iately driven on. One soldier, sword in hand, took the
lead; another drove us from behind with a long spear; and
a third walked along on our right and left flanks
alternately, making sure no one escaped. In groups of
twenty or thirty we were herded along like sheep and
cattle. If we faltered we were struck, and some people
were even killed on the spot. The women were tied
together with long chains around their necks, like a
clumsy string of pearls. Stumbling at every step, they
were soon covered with mud. Here and there on the
ground lay babies, trampled by people or horses. Blood
and gore soaked the fields, which were filled with the
sound of sobbing. We passed gutters and ponds piled
high with corpses; the blood had turned the water to a
deep greenish-red color and filled the ponds to the brim.

... We then entered the house of [a] merchant, ... which
had been taken over by the three soldiers. Another soldier
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was already there. He had seized several attractive
women and was rifling their trunks for fancy silks, which
he piled in a heap. Seeing the three soldiers arrive, he
laughed and pushed several dozen of us into the back
hall. The women he led into a side chamber ...

The three soldiers stripped the women of their wet
clothing all the way to their underwear, then ordered the
seamstress to measure them and give them new garments.
The women, thus coerced, had to expose themselves and
stand naked. What shame they endured! Once they had
changed, the soldiers grabbed them and forced them to
join them in eating and drinking, then did whatever they
pleased with them, without any regard for decency.

[The narrator escapes and hides atop a wooden canopy
over a bed.] Later on a soldier brought a woman in and
wanted her to sleep with him in the bed below me.
Despite her refusal he forced her to yield. “This is too
near the street. It is not a good place to stay,” the woman
said. I was almost discovered, but after a time the soldier
departed with the woman ... [The narrator flees again and
is reunited with his wife and relatives.]

At length, however, there came a soldier of the “Wolf
Men” tribe, a vicious-looking man with a head like a
mouse and eyes like a hawk. He attempted to abduct my
wife. She was obliged to creep forward on all fours,
pleading as she had with the others, but to no avail. When
he insisted that she stand up, she rolled on the ground and
refused. He then beat her so savagely with the flat of his
sword that the blood flowed out in streams, totally
soaking her clothes. Because my wife had once
admonished me, “If I am unlucky I will die no matter
what; do not plead for me as a husband or you will get
caught too,” I acted as if I did not know she was being
beaten and hid far away in the grass, convmcedshﬁwas-
about to die. Yet the deprav
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inspecting me closely, said, “I would judge from your
appearance that you are not one of these people. Tell me
honestly, what class of person are you?”

I remembered that some people had obtained pardons and
others had lost their lives the moment they said that they
were poor scholars. So I did not dare come out at once
with the truth and instead concocted a story. He pointed
to my wife and son and asked who they were, and I told
him the truth. “Tomorrow the prince will order that all
swords be sheathed and all of you will be spared,” he said
and then commanded his followers to give us some
clothes and an ingot of silver. He also asked me, “How
many days have you been without food?”

“Five days,” I replied.

“Then come with me,” he commanded. Although we only
half trusted him, we were afraid to disobey. He led us to a
well-stocked house, full of rice, fish, and other
provisions. “Treat these four people well,” he said to a
woman in the house and then left ...

The next day was [April 30]. Killing and pillaging
continued, although not on the previous scale. Still the
mansions of the rich were thoroughly looted, and almost
all the teenage girls were abducted ... every grain of rice,
every inch of silk now entered these tigers’ mouths. The
resulting devastation is beyond description.

[May 2]. Civil administration was established in all the
prefectures and counties; proclamations were issued
aimed at calming the people, and monks from each
temple were ordered to burn corpses. The temples
themselves were clogged with women who had taken
refuge, ‘many. of whom had dxed of mght nr starvatmn
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China’s Response to the West

11,2013

John K. Fairbank and Ssu-yu Teng
Harvard University

At first China welcomed Europeans. The Chinese view was that their civilization was superior and
non~Chinese had been coming for centuries looking to acquire aspects of this superior culture. The
Europeans, the Chinese believed, were just the latest of these visitors. What the Chinese discovered,
however, was that these travelers were different. They believed their own civilization was better and
brought technologically advanced goods to prove it. Moreover, they tried to convert the Chinese to
Christianity, to Europeanize them, and to trade with them as equals. All this confused the Chinese court.

While the earliest Portuguese arrivals did not endear themselves to the Chinese, the Jesuits (particu-
larly Matteo Ricci, who became an advisor to the Emperor) respected and incorporated Confucian
practices into Christian belief in a strategy designed to make conversion to Christianity appealing to the
Chinese elite. Other orders (the Dominicans, for example) opposed any dilution of Christian beliefs and
the opposing factions contested their views in the Vatican. This struggle came to be known as the Rites
Controversy which the Jesuits ultimately lost, leading to the expulsion of all missionaries from China.

This reading, by two of the more prominent American historians of China, John K. Fairbank and Ssu-yu
Teng, explores how the Chinese officials’ met these early European challenges and what influences

these Europeans left in their wake.

The first extensive cultural contact between China
and Europe began near the end of the 16" century,
when the Jesuit missionaries, in the wake of the
Portuguese, reached China by sea. Their dual
function is well known: they not only diffused
Western ideas in China, including elements of
mathematics, astronomy, geography, hydraulics,
the calendar, and the manufacture of cannon, but
they also introduced Chinese (particularly Confu-
cian) ideas into Europe. The Jesuits found it easier
to influence China’s science than her religion.
Perceiving this, they used their scientific know-
ledge as a means of approach to Chinese scholars.
Although a small number of their Chinese con-
verts took part in the translation and compilation
of religious and scientific books, the majority of
the native scholars, entrenched in their ethno-
centric cultural tradition, were not seriously
affected by the new elements of Western thought.

...[T]he immediate Jesuit influence in China was
through items of practical significance, suchas
cannon, the calendar, or Ricci’s map of the world.
Why is so little trace of Christian doctrine to be
found in the writings of Chinese scholars in the

subsequent century? If this is to be explained by
the fact that government suppression cut off con-
tact and the relatively few professed converts had
few successors, we still face the question why the
minds of the non-Christian scholars were not more

permanently influenced by Western knowledge or
1deas. &

Opposition to the Jesuits and other Western mis-
sionaries was motivated partly by the xenophobic
suspicion that foreigners were spies; partly by
ethical scruples against Christian religious cere-
monies which seemed contrary to Chinese
customs such as the veneration of Heaven, ances-
tors and Confucius; and partly by professional
jealousy, on the assumption that if Catholicism
were to become prevalent in China, the decline of
the doctrines of Confucius, Buddha, and Lao-tzu
would damage the position of their protagonists.

The Chinese Buddhist leadership appears to have
been vehemently anti-Catholic. Meanwhile most
Chinese scholars remained dogmatically opposed
to the Westerners’ religion. Lacking enthusiasm
for their religion, they also disliked their science.
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- The conservatives objected to Western scien-
tific instruments, arguing that clocks were expen-
sive but useless, that cannon could not annihilate
enemies but usually burned the gunners first, and
that on Ricci’s map of the globe China was not in
the very center and was not large enough. They
also objected to Western painting because it
lacked forceful strokes. ...

Behind all this condemnation of Western learning
lay the basic political fact that the Manchu rulers
of China could not tolerate the propagation of a
foreign religion which asserted the spiritual
supremacy of Rome over Peking. By 1640 Japan,
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under the Tokugawa, had proscribed Christianity
and foreign contact (except for the Dutch in Naga-
saki) as politically dangerous. In China by the end
of the 17" century there were Catholic congrega-
tions in all but two of the provinces; the Roman
Catholic faith was banned in the Yongzheng
(Yungcheng) period (1723-1735). ...

All in all, the residual influence of the Western
technology made available to China through the
early missionaries seems to have been rather
slight. Even when present, it was seldom acknow-
ledged. Meanwhile an anti-Western political
tradition had become well established.
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Japanese Reunification

Richard Bulliet, The Earth and its Peoples

ike China and Russia in the centuries
I between 1500 and 1800, Japan experienced

three major changes: internal and external
mlhtary conflicts, political growth and strengthen-
ing, and expanded commercial and cultural con-
tacts. Along with its culturally homogenous popu-
lation and natural boundaries, Japan’s smaller size
made the process of political unification shorter
than in the great empires of China and Russia.
Japan also differed in its responses to new
contacts with western Europeans.

Civil War and the Invasion of Korea,
1500-1603

In the 12" century Japan’s imperial unity had
disintegrated, and the country fell under the rule
of numerous warlords known as daimyo. Each of
the daimyo had his own castle town, a small
bureaucracy, and an army of warriors, the
samurai. Daimyo pledged a loose allegiance to the
hereditary commander of the armies, the shogun,
as well as to the Japanese emperor residing in the
capital city of Kyoto. The emperor and shogun
were symbols of national unity but lacked political
power.

Warfare among the different
common. In the late 1500
prolonged civil wartha '

daimyo was
e

Japanese islands under powerful warlords. The
most successful of these warlords was Hideyoshi.
In 1592, buoyed with his success in Japan, the
supremely confident Hideyoshi launched an

invasion of the Asian mainland with 160,000 men.

His apparent intention was not just to conquer the
Korean peninsula but to make himself emperor of
China as well. The Korean and Japanese lan-
guages are closely related, but the dominant
influence on Korean culture had long been China.
Korea generally accepted a subordinate relation-
ship with its giant neighbor and paid tribute to the
Chinese dynasty in power. In many ways the Yi
dynasty that ruled Korea from 1392 to 1910 was a
model Confucian state. Although Korea had
developed its own system of writing in 1443 and
made extensive use of printing with movable type

from the 15" century on, most printing continued
to use Chinese characters.

Against Hideyoshi’s invaders the Koreans em-
ployed all the technological and military skill for
which the Yi period was renowned. Ingenious
covered warships, or “turtle boats,” intercepted a
portion of the Japanese fleet. The mentally un-
stable Hideyoshi countered with brutal pnmtlve
measures. The Koreans and their Chines ,
could not stop the .Iapanes
sula and their i mvasnn
Manchuna 0
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Richard Bulliet, The Earth and its Peoples

ike China and Russia in the centuries
I between 1500 and 1800, Japan experienced

three major changes: internal and external
military conflicts, political growth and strengthen-
ing, and expanded commercial and cultural con-
tacts. Along with its culturally homogenous popu-
lation and natural boundaries, Japan’s smaller size
made the process of political unification shorter
than in the great empires of China and Russia.
Japan also differed in its responses to new contacts
with western Europeans.

In the 12" century Japan’s imperial unity had dis-
integrated, and the country fell under the rule of
numerous warlords known as daimyo. Each of the
daimyo had his own castle town, a small bureau-
cracy, and an army of warriors, the samurai.
Daimyo pledged a loose allegiance to the hered-
itary commander of the armies, the shogun, as well
as to the Japanese emperor residing in the capital
city of Kyoto. The emperor and shogun were sym-
bols of national unity but lacked political power.

Warfare among the different daimyo was common.
In the late 1500s Japan experienced a prolonged
civil war that brought the separate Japanese
islands under powerful warlords. The most suc-
cessful of these warlords was Hideyoshi. In 1592,
buoyed with his success in Japan, the supremely
confident Hideyoshi launched an invasion of the
Asian mainland with 160,000 men. His apparent

intention was not just to conquer the Korean
peninsula but to make himself emperor of China
as well. The Korean and Japanese languages are
closely related, but the dominant influence on
Korean culture had long been China. Korea gener-
ally accepted a subordinate relationship with its
giant neighbor and paid tribute to the Chinese
dynasty in power. In many ways the Yi dynasty
that ruled Korea from 1392 to 1910 was a model
Confucian state. Although Korea had developed
its own system of writing in 1443 and made exten-
sive use of printing with movable type from the
15" century on, most printing continued to use
Chinese characters.

Against Hideyoshi’s invaders the Koreans em-
ployed all the technological and military skill for
which the Yi period was renowned. Ingenious
covered warships, or “turtle boats,” intercepted a
portion of the Japanese fleet. The mentally un-
stable Hideyoshi countered with brutal punitive
measures. The Koreans and their Chinese allies
could not stop the Japanese conquest of the penin-
sula and their invasion of the Chinese province of
Manchuria. However, after Hideyoshi’s death in
1598, the other Japanese military leaders withdrew
their forces, and the Japanese government made

peace in 1606.
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Tokugawa Japan’s Act of Seclusion, 1636

Tokugawa Iemitsu

In the 1500s, European merchants and missionaries began to visit Japan. At first, the strangers were
welcomed by the Japanese, who were curious about the Western ideas and products, especially the guns.
By the 1600s, Christian missionaries had converted many thousands of Japanese, and the Japanese
leaders began to fear and resent the European influence. The Tokugawa government launched a cam-
paign to get rid of Christianity in Japan and closed the country to almost all foreigners, a policy that
would continue for over 200 years. The following selection is a statement of this policy by the Japanese
government, which was led by the shogun Tokugawa lemitsu.

Analyzing Motives: The port at Nagasaki (Deshima) was the only Japanese port that remained open to
foreign traders. (In the Act of Seclusion, Laws 6 & 11 suggest that some foreign ships would still be

allowed to come to Japan.) Why do you think that the Japanese had this “loophole” in their closed-door
policy?

1. Japanese ships shall by no means be sent abroad.

2. No Japanese shall be sent abroad. Anyone violating this prohibition shall suffer the penalty of death,
and the shipowner and crew shall be held up together with the ship.

3. All Japanese residing abroad shall be put to death when they return home.
4. All Christians shall be examined by official examiners.
5. Informers against Christians shall be rewarded.

6. The arrival of foreign ships must be reported ... and watch kept over them.

7. The Namban people (Spaniards or Portuguese) and any other people with evil uﬂes pmpagaug
Christianity shall be incarcerated in the Omura prison as before
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Women and Poverty in Japan

Francesco Corletti

The Asian—European relationship had the potential of becoming a dialogue rewarding to all sides, but in
fact the relationship was marred from the beginning by each side lacking an understanding of the other’s
culture. The following selection is from the writings of Francesco Carletti, who was born in Florence
(Italy) in 1572. He spent several years traveling with his father around the world, including East Asia in
1597-98. Carletti is writing for an audience that has virtually no information about the Japanese and is
relying on his accounts to formulate their own views. Here Carletti discusses poverty, women, and prosti-
tution in Japan. Notice Carletti’s hypocrisy since selling children and prostitution occurred in Europe as

well.

CONSIDER: The image of Japanese civilization this account might produce in European readers’ minds;
whether this reveals more about European visions of Japanese women than about Japanese society; why

the author might have chosen to write this account.

[The Japanese] do not, however, hold in equal
esteem the virtue of their daughters and sisters; or
rather they take no account of this at all. Indeed it
often happens that a girl’s own father, mother, or
brothers—without any feeling of shame on the part
of any of those concerned—will without hesitation
sell her as a prostitute before she is married, for a
few pence, under the pressure of poverty, which is
very severely felt throughout the whole country.
And this poverty is the cause of the most shameless
immorality—an immorality which is so gross and
which takes such different and unusual forms, to
pass belief.

But the Portuguese are my witnesses and cannot be
gainsaid—especially those who come year by year
from China, that is, from the island of Macao. As
soon as ever these Portuguese arrive and disem-
bark, the pimps who control this traffic in women
call on them in the houses in which they are quar-
tered for the time of their stay, and enquire whether
they would like to purchase, or acquire in any other
method they please, a girl, for the period of their
sojourn, or to keep her for so many months, or for
a night, or for a day, or for an hour, a contract
being first made with these brokers, or an agree-
ment entered into with the girl’s relations, and the
money paid down. And if they prefer it they will
take them to the girl’s house, in order that they may
see her first, or else they will take them to see her
on their own premises, which are usually situated
in certain hamlets or villages outside the city. And
many of these Portuguese, upon whose testimony

1 am relying, fall in with this custom as the fancy

takes them, driving the best bargain they can for a
few pence. And so it often happens that they will
get hold of a pretty little girl of fourteen or fifteen
years of age, for three or four scudi, or a little more
or less, according to the time during which they
wish to have her at their disposal, with no other
responsibility beyond that of sending her back
home when done with. Nor does this practice in
any way interfere with a girl’s chances of marriage.
Indeed many of them would never get married, if
they had not by this means acquired a dowry, by
accumulating 30 or 40 scudi, given to them from
time to time by these Portuguese, who have kept
them in their houses for seven or eight months on
end, and who have in some cases married them
themselves. And when these women are hired by
the day, it is enough to give them the merest trifle,
nor do they ever refuse to be hired on account of a
variation in the price, which is hardly ever refused
by their relations, or by those who keep them as a
sort of stock in trade for these purposes in their
houses, and to whom the money is paid—the
women being in effect all slaves sold for these
purposes. And there are, moreover, some of them
who, by agreement with the brokers, ask for no
more than their food and clothing—neither of
which costs much—while the whole of their
earnings go to the men who keep them.

To sum up, the country is more plentifully supplied
than any other with these sort of means of grati-
fying the passion for sexual indulgence, just as it
abounds in every other sort of vice, in which it
surpasses every other place in the world.
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The Effects of Expansion on the Non-European World

Jan 31, 2011

M. L. Bush
Manchester University

While the expansion of Europe was of great significance for European history, it was of even greater
consequence for the non~European world touched by the explorers. However, its effects differed greatly
in the New World, where the Spanish dominated, and the East, where the Portuguese were the leaders.
In the following selection, M. L. Bush analyzes these differences .

The Castilian Empire in the West and the Portu-
guese Empire in the East had very different effects
upon the world outside of Europe. In the first
place, the Castilian expansion westwards precip-
itated a series of overseas migrations which were
unparalleled in earlier times. For most of the 16™
century, 1,000 or 2,000 Spaniards settled in the
New World each year. Later this was followed by
a large wave of emigrants from northwestern
Europe, fleeing from persecution at home to the
Atlantic sea-board of North America and the
Caribbean, and a final wave of Africans forced
into slavery in the West Indies and in Brazil. On
the other hand, in the East, there was virtually no
settlement in the 16™ century. Europe impressed
itself only by fort, factory and church, by colonial
official, trader and missionary.

In the second place, the settlement of the New
World had a severe effect upon native peoples,
whereas in the East, European influence was very
slight until much later times.

In the early 1520s, the conquistadors brought with
them smallpox and typhoid. Between them these
European diseases soon decimated the Indian
population, particularly in the great epidemics of

the 1520s, 1540s and 1570s. In central Mexico, for

example, an Indian population which numbered
11,000,000 in 1519 numbered no more than
2,500,000 by the end of the century. In addition,
the Indian was beset by enormous grazing herds
of horned cattle which the white settler intro-
duced. He escaped the herds by working for the
white settler, but if this led him to the crowded
labor settlements, as it quite often did, he stood
less chance of escaping infection. Either through

falling hopelessly in debt as a result of desiring the
goods of the white man, or through entering the
labor settlements on a permanent basis to avoid
the herds and also the system of obligatory labor
introduced by the Spaniard,’ there was a strong
tendency for the Indian to become Europeanized.
He became a wage-earner, a debtor and a
Christian. The Indian was exploited. But in the
law he remained free. Enslavement was practiced,
but it was not officially tolerated. Moreover, the
Franciscan order, a powerful missionary force in
the New World, did its best to save the Indian
from the evil ways of the white man. In Bartholo-
mew de Las Casas and Francisco de Vitoria, the
Indian found influential defenders; and through
their schemes for separate Indian Christian
communities, he found a partial escape from the
white man. But the Indian mission towns, which
were permitted by Charles V, were objected to by
his successor, Philip II, and they only survived in
remote areas.

With few exceptions, the way of life of the
surviving Indians was basically changed by the
coming of the white man. The outstanding
exception was in Portuguese Brazil where the
more primitive, nomadic Indians had a greater
opportunity to retreat into the bush. There was
also less settlement in Brazil, and generally less
impression was made because of Portuguese pre-
occupations elsewhere, and also because of their
lack of resources for empire-building on the
Spanish scale. Furthermore, within the Spanish

! This system depended upon every Indian village
offering a proportion of its menfolk or labor service for a
limited amount of time throughout the year.
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Empire, the European impressed himself less on
the Incas in Peru than upon the Aztecs in Mexico.
Because of the slow subjection of Peru, several
Inca risings, the nature of the terrain, and the
smallness of the Spanish community, the process
of Europeanization was much slower, and in the
long run much less complete. The remnants of the
Inca aristocracy became Spanish in their habits
and Catholic in their religion, but the peasantry
tended to remain pagan. In contrast to these
developments, the westernization of the East was
a development of more modern times.

The West impinged upon the East in the 16"
century mainly through the missionary. With the
arrival of St. Francis Xavier in 1542 in India, an
impressive process of conversion was begun.
Concentrating upon the poor fishermen of the
Cape Comorin coast, within ten years he had
secured, it was said, 60,000 converts. The Jesuits
fixed their attention on the East, choosing Goa as
their main headquarters outside of Rome. Little
was accomplished in Malaya, Sumatra and China
in the 16" century, and Christianity soon suffered
setbacks in the Moluccas after a promising start,
but in Ceylon the conversion of the young king of
Kotte in 1557 was a signal triumph, and so were
the conversions in Japan. In the 1580s Jesuit
missionaries in Japan claimed to have converted
150,000, most of whom, however, were inhab-
itants of the island of Kyushu. Christianity was not
a new religion in the East. There were extensive
communities of Nestorian Christians, but they
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were regarded as alien as the Muslim by the Euro-
peans. The new Christians by 1583 were supposed
to number 600,000. But compared with the
expansion of Islam in the East—a process which
was taking place at the same time—the expansion
of Christianity was a minute achievement,

Finally, the Portuguese sea empire did little to
transport Portuguese habits abroad. Their empire
was essentially formed in response to local con-
ditions. On the other hand, the Spanish land
empire was to a much greater extent reflective of
Castilian ways.

In the New World a carefully developed and regu-
lated system of government was established in
which it was seen that the care taken to limit the
independent power of feudal aristocrats in the Old
World should also be applied to the New. There
was a firm insistence upon government officials
being royal servants. However, the government of
the New World became much more regulated from
the center than that of the old. There was less
respect for aristocratic privilege. Less power was
unreservedly placed in the hands of the nobility. In
the New World, in fact, the weaknesses of govern-
ment, at first, did not lie in the powers and privi-
leges of the nobility but rather in the cumbersome
nature of the government machinery. Neverthe-
less, in spite of these precautions, the New World,
by the early 17" century, had become a land of
great feudal magnates enjoying, in practice,
untrammeled power.




